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Griffith Taylor: Visionary, Environmentalist, Explorer	is	as	much	a	visual	biography	as	a	textual	one,	
drawing on extensive visual materials as well as diaries and letters. Through images and texts, 





down	again	 late	 in	 life	when	his	sphere	was	very	much	focused	on	his	 family.	As	 they	move	
through	his	 life,	 they	 illuminate	Taylor’s	 shifting	 roles:	 explorer,	 anthropogeographer,	 family	













ducted on the Scott expedition. 
Reviews  193
After	 the	expedition,	Taylor	 took	a	position	at	Australia’s	Bureau	of	Meteorology.	The	
Bureau had a central role in Australia’s debates over climate and race: white Australians were 
limiting the immigration of Southeast Asians to Australia while questioning whether white set-
tlers	could	handle	the	country’s	tropical	north	(p.	83).	Through	his	work,	Taylor	contributed	to	









nated in Environment and Race (1927), where he correlated climate with the origin and distribution 














no biological basis for racial differences and that this notion could lead to world peace (p. 161). 
Taylor	proposed	a	new	field,	geopacifics,	as	“an	‘antidote’	to	the	poison	of	German	geopolitics,”	
spelling out his theories in Our Evolving Civilization: An Introduction to Geopacifics, Geographical 
Aspects of the Path toward World Peace	 (1946),	 arguing	geography’s	key	 role	 in	nation-building	














but none offer as rich a visual feast as Strange and Bashford. Their over 100 illustrations include 
his	scholarly	sketches	and	maps,	his	drawings	for	family,	and	cartoons	of	Taylor	by	students	as	










low’s (2009) article in Geographical Research	(vol.	47	no.	7,	pp.	390-407)	“Mapping	the	Contours	of	
Race:	Griffith	Taylor’s	Zones	and	Strata	Theory,”	which	examines	Griffith’s	use	of	cartography	to	
fortify	his	racial	theories.	Maps	and	diagrams	are	not	just	pretty	pictures;	for	many	geographers,	
the	theory	and	images	go	hand-in-hand,	with	the	images	being	developed	along	with	the	theory	
(today	termed	visualization).		If	we	are	to	understand	the	geographers,	we	need	to	clearly	under-
stand	the	theory	and	the	images	and	the	relationship	between	them.	
Christina Dando
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